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Renee Montagne: We are hearing that
the bad economy is likely to increase
property crime, but here's one crime
problem that's been in retreat - car stereo
theft.

The crime that plagued car owners for
many years has pretty much disappeared.
And you can thank both American car
makers and China for that. NPR's Laura
Sullivan explains.

Laura Sullivan: Driving through the
streets of Washington DC patrol officer
Mark Lacomec's job for almost ten years
has been to spot stolen cars. Two to three
times every night he finds one.

Mark Lacomec: Like this car. See the
damaged ignition, [unintelligible] seat
back? All right, this is stolen.

Laura Sullivan: He makes a quick U-
turn.

Mark Lacomec: Now, I'm not gonna go
too far from my vehicle, because they do
set police cars on fire up here, seriously.
I'm just going to take a look at it.

www.smartpodcaster.com/podcasts/Bank-Rescue.mp3

Peknama: CnoHcop JdaHHOro nopkacra
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PeHe MoHTeMH: [0BOpSAT, 4TO nJoxas
DKOHOMMKA CKopee npuBeneT K pocTy
KpUMMHana, HO BOT OAHO n3
npecTynaeHnin coBepLlleHHOo 3abpolweHo -
Kpa)ka aBTOMarHuUTOo/.

MNpecTtynneHue, KoTopoe  6ecnokowuno
aBTOBJIAAe/IbLEB MHOIMO JIeT, NPaKTUYEeCKH
cowno Ha Het. Cnacmbo aMepuKaHCKUM
npomnssoamtenam aBTo M Kutaw. Jlaypa
CannuBaH 13 NPR ¢ nogpobHocTaMN.

JNTaypa CannuBaH: Yxe no4ytn 10 net
naTpy/sibHbin Mapk JlakoMeKk 3aHuMMaeTcs
TeM, 4YTO KoJsiecuT Mo BawWHITOHY B
NOUCKEe YrHaHHbIX MawwnH. Kaxayro Houb
OH HaxoauT ABe-Tpu.

Mapk Jlakomek: Hanpumep, 3Ta
MallunHa. Buante noBpexaeHHoe
3aXKuraHue, [Hepa36opumneo] 3aAHune
cnaeHba? Bce TOYHO, yrHaHa.

Jlaypa CannuBaH: OH
rnosopayumsaeTcs Ha 180 rpaaycos.

6bICTPO

Mapk JlakoMmek: Tak, CIMWKOM Janeko
OT CBOEM MalWWHbl S OTX0AUTb He
cobupatocb, MNOTOMY 4TO MOAMLENCKME
MalWMHbl 34eCb YacTeHbKO 06CTpenmeatoT,
s1 cepbe3HO. poCTOo B3r/IAHY Ha Hee.
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Laura Sullivan: He shines his flashlight
on the dash, and like every other time
there's a night that he finds a stolen car.
He doesn't find a stolen stereo.

Mark Lacomec: As you can see, there's
a stereo in there.

Laura Sullivan: Thieves are still stealing
cars. They are just not stealing car ste-
reos. According to FBI crime numbers,
stereo theft rates have fallen by more
than a half over the past 15 years.

Even as car theft rates have remained
high, Lacomec says thieves will steal mo-
tor oil and umbrellas, but they'll leave the
radio.

Mark Lacomec: You're standing on the
corner with a stereo in one hand with the
wires hanging out of it and the GPS unit
in the other hand, and you are the guy
who just stole both of them.

I mean, you gonna sell that GPS unit a lot
quicker than that box of metal with the
wires hanging out of it. I mean, who
wants that? Who wants the hassle of hav-
ing to put that in their car?

Laura Sullivan: Especially when cars
today already come with good stereos.
Criminologists and industry experts say
that's the number one reason stereo theft
has declined. In the late 1990s car manu-
factures realized they could charge more
for their cars if they installed a high-qual-
ity factory sound system. And that, it
turns out, made them theft-proof.

David Brown: People don't steal factory
radios, they just don't. There's no market
for the factory radios, because they nor-
mally don't fit in any other cars.

Laura Sullivan: David Brown owns one
of the oldest and one of the last car ste-
reo shops in DC.

JNlaypa CannumBaH: OH noacseyuMBaeT
npmnbopHyo A0CKYy OHApPUKOM, M Kak
06bl4HO  3TOM  HOYBKD OH  HaxoauT
YFHaHHbIX aBTOMOb6UNb. HO He MarHuTony.

Mapk JlakomMek: Kak BnauTe
cTepeocucTteMa Ha MecTe.

Jlaypa CannuBaH: Bopbl Bce ewe
YFOHSAKT MawuHbl. [lpocTo nepecrtanu

BOopoBaTb cTepeo. CorsiacHo CTaTUCTUKe
®BP Kpaxu MarHuTon ynanu 6onblie, yem
B AiBa pas3a 3a nocnegHue 15 ner.

XOTA KOMMYECTBO YrOHOB M OCTasnochb
BbICOKWM, MO C/loBaM JIaKoMeKa YrOHLLMKM
cKopee yKpaayT MOTOpHOE Macio M
30HTUKWN, HO OCTABAT MArHUTONY.

Mapk JlakoMmek: Ecnu ctovuwb Ha yrnay
CO CTEpPEO B OAHOWN pyKe, C TOpYallMMm m3
Hee nposogamMu u ¢ GPS HaBuratopom B
APYror, 3HauuT Tbl TOT MNapeHb, KTO
TOJIbLKO YTO YKpan v To, U ApYyroe.

Aymato, GPS KynaT ropa3go bbicTpee, yem
aTY MeTaNIMYeCcKyo KOopobky C
nposogamMmn. B cMbiCne KOMY 3TO Hago?
KoMy HyXHbl npobneMbl C yCTaHOBKOM
3TOW KOPOOGKWN B CBOKO MaLUMHY?

JNlaypa CannuBaH: TeM 60siee MalUWHbI
Tenepb yxe naytT C  Xopowwumm
MarHutonamMu. KpmMmHoONorm u skcneptbl
Ha3blBalOT 3TO OCHOBHOW  MPUYUNHOM
npekpaweHnus Kpax MarHuton. B koHue
90-x aBTOMNPOM3BOAUTENN MOHSANU, UTO
MOryT B3§Tb 3a CBOM MalwwuHbl 60nblie,
€CNn  YCTaAHOBAT BbICOKOKAYeCTBEHHYO
ayamocmucteMy. Kak  oOkasanocb, 3TO
3aWMTUAO UX OT KpPaxMu.

A>Bua bBpayH: 3aBoackue cTepeo He
BOPYIOT, COBCEM. Ha 3aBOACKME
MarHUTONbl HET Cnpoca, MOTOMY YTO OHMU
He NoAXOoAAT K APYTMM MalUUHaM.
Naypa CannuBaH: [Is3Bua bpayH -
B/lagenel  nepsBoro U OAHOMO U3
nocregHUxX MarasvMHOB aBTOMArHWTON B
BawwnHrroHe.
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Maponb, KOTOpbIM NpuaeT B 0oTBETHOM SMS-cooblieHnn, HeobxoanMo BBECTM B nepeoe
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